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RASHI

Brief Biographical Notes

Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki, (Hebrew: *prx> nnw »27), better known by the acronym Rashi
(Hebrew: >"wn), (February 22, 1040 — July 13, 1105), was a rabbi from France, famed as
the author of the first comprehensive commentaries on the Talmud, Torah and Tanakh
(Hebrew Bible). Acclaimed for his ability to present the basic meaning of the text in a
concise yet lucid fashion, Rashi appeals to both learned scholars and beginning students,
and his works remain a centerpiece of contemporary Jewish study. His commentaries,
which appear in all printed editions of the Talmud and most printed editions of the Torah
(notably the Chumash), are an indispensable aid to both casual and serious students of
Judaism's primary texts.



[ R a kil

- - ) ]
3 pb vy opw
mmp nTe ow =]
i mb vdy opw
LSma mry B 3]
oo s WS
BWIs DRUY
aw [ :pem 33
o nYaas
¥ pEm  anne:
S DL I - o]
e s o [l
LBWNS TYT PR
ppm

A

nhet e 0
DUy N @
T ITOwER
b npwee T

75 o wma]
NO D TN I 2
quaksr il
oha N Y
Y WD
[ wsa} SN DY)
Ton % meRe
SR Ry

i3 obn]

= 5% o YT ¢
A

pap oty oom
7P T YN
[ o 03]
mogy Rk e
5 Sty i
B3 o)
o 53 n renq
PRI B %R W
I TP OTD
U Ay W) v
W PN 12
RO T
5 ¢ o) SN2
i ¥ 5 we
ooH owe T
) s NN D
By D Y
{2 3 e ST
Hn ven vnn e
vy oym wp
% by} tD9INN
oy ovm @
2 B3 40y e
Io 45 2] 1D2T‘5'2
Spp 85y @ W 0
N e men
ISR )
My onwr @
ordny  ordw
[# 0 o) SR
"3 AR wer
23 7k
[ =R
i (b)) Yo
Sy P o
fr v 3 JYR
o8 [hn e syl
NG AR
Diph w2 o
fre 05 v} SDUPER
o S8 M
¥ TIT T N
B A
3 Dy oy eI
e o v 192 Ry
DI N2 23T I O
7747 5y o S
W w3 % ne

DO PR3 N OTORD U INTIOR [ s OND PN TR S oawin nong ono o 12
W WD 1S TR T NIND WY MW @ (3. reses] S TR 20 oA DD 1pn man nab
¥yl e mesen] STIRDI DA DR NI 0D Ninys %2 spp mm obs woh? of Wy nyws
PRI OT N RPIEY (3.0 mesen] DOV 1 DUET RIDN DM NBIRY B NE NII0N peun
P g ST e
82 3 53 pp miy v Mo
P el Op DO 82 [ a ewn] SPW DY DI ") DTIR0 DO PN i 2 a0b
TR D DI T T R (3
Ny 73] SO P N P LMW O W PR T TSOD T DT T R OUn e
0o mowa] (539 N SPUT PIND DD PE MY D Y ooiee
Be 2 mexs) 1037 ¥ WT) AN DT 0B0 DN DANN 2pEN M wyR SR napco
oRR PSR M 05 RAYIR no oo
TR Son YEND DY MY nes W S oo
I o ] ST TYT 7Y M0 pn onphn Yhon o we Sy Mm Bp e g mwnen) 1 IVIZ

MDY INR P PPN

11 mets) O7BD DBY Y B W3] PHO7 Fuan vt owen
%a8 i(r op) OO OIH W3 PHOT AME W ORER
s ovs ep nows ‘DI covv Phe N2 ot avw
Svawrs 1 (3 o) OOIOBD £H OOPYY oY Pinoag 1Sy P
opdp e phvs e 9%
onb pobam oowp pomy YO
PRVEVINES 1 AN - - S
oy pLINE Dupn PO
SRS MY spp Wd P
»or dene 97 Yo pwen b
Wpdp PoEM3 Cyepd b pop
aeh PR oY P
GV Cat - e )
oy ps P ombs Ao
Qv MEd b oy g
®) (3o 9) P oopom b
b bbb Dowp
wmh v BT ondew

gt

oIpD WA Spro sy pabd pre pwisd B pEanh qw
£ oomes B oos B5 P pH ame 89 vy Dp»d op
ooy s orom o3 creds frapch omem (obens
8 :0r ODEY T CPTROD IS MUY BN (EMT POWp
95 :pnb o SEpbT e
™o omph P o Wb Lo
oo R e By - B ol el
Prgpn cpopph by qm
POMDNT 30 g WD i
DY PR 10 3 onin) PEDY
WYY YIRS TS T e K9
p oh apw whE [Pn] .ame
a8 Lrme] o mEvd B 13
priso phEnn JBom RYS 5 wn

Sp DTS MR DM newnd open
ST W R S DR P MY 1D
DD WAN VN DPTY MpR owem
Sar DPMIY MPR Y DN D TN
£OM 09 PR D93 B) D AR Py
DWINT NG Ry NI odnd
mouph maNaSTIM pIRT NI NWn
(Ran oowb mawas mn ohwa
oonp 17 v B omp pwr PN NI DTS phr omb PR e
b WM TRC MR M Py
WORG TN N OTOY TN WON M RIPY 37 3T I oen
SENIe PSS TR DN T AT BAD 9P s s vron
W37 N3 oS Srpn R TR Mo odwa pann oMoy oom o
oo PR S T vnE BN 5 Sww T I e O MR NP ooy IR KM P
M DTS PN 55 PR N RN N0 5P awN op 55 ni rene e xan oowh pin
TN PT ROC R P NS PR NS YRR RTRD 13 ™ P T Nan oo paNT o e
23 oran M TS NMA e 8O0 RS T 8O Tk 3t A 8 RS oD o
WY DTS oD TRp s DI DS Ml ™I AP pwa 0K TR eaoy
PO A Sowa NN NN 85 Suan e n oobonn wN DR wp VR tewn Mane
RS M3p MM e Tano oo mOR mow 85 e oSy onae onn 2no e epn o
MW NI WA E A PP DM ordnp Nes rder e i Soen 85 e wden Sy
AN N SWE DX NS PIMAID DR DD o B0 e 3nm anp b e
TN 1D PADD D S MR UM D YT MM uxen 85 O npm Mo ONF vvame
PN MAR U pRonDn uNE P o ub e o Spomawd koK S ur Py oo
D3 1T NN NN WA NG NI DMK TR T MR POPSN 3 D npswmy nowe
s orb mpne ] owb e ppn 909 Sawa 0N w80 Smnn MmN oY M
MO DRR TP 55 wpme s ppn 555 v owan e 1oeb [mna we S
KM NI 9pbp MaND WM N 9pbp M Sanan W pne YR nns) owwn Mo o
DS YN OR[N TN 0FEY OV AN S50 MR W M2 o0 MR A 0 R
BAY TR OPINT 5P W DR R 55 mmen 0 OTIT NI AN KMDD M T ol
RITD 93 N3N TN 5o Sp own om Sp Som mwm Sy omm e Sy e wrae mehe
Sy D ANT KD pAr vR wed N3 s 55 opp b oA e wiearn pin om0
Sien o DY TP MM ordp anm &5 San Sy vy Sasm o e onn Sw oo
Ko P b op DRGSR PINT NN DRI 0T OITED DN PN DD D e
SN e 05 T Spian waky oy madh PSR R POMD M NOY D MOY DI ROV O
(coAD N3 85 P T DR NI TP AR B M MDY Dy 8O v 89 oes KO prean med
I NS T DIV D AN O3 AR T OMP 1 NS KON P W RN 1 O AR ONpraes ™ 3T xan
P3P 55 TP MY 1B TR AR TN YAT 30 ROK D PR DINA DR TRV YD T 0MM ¢ Ty
T FEY 85 IANT NIW 25 TP T QIR DRIN 07 DRT SN0Y T 0NN RO 3D P R paKa
PR G ap5 PP 3T AR PN S 1 DMM 2 ONm NS QMM K3 NS PIRD MAsp 50 npne
TR BT BT DR AT NS IR AT YN [P TR Opn P 2R ] M mn
PFDE ST P Sw mand T 2T e pmt AN Sen MR TN DN MR D YD
P wEd T Swn RPPN TR 5T Y PN P 85w AT A mepn pen Sw oo
DOV DD Y AT M TS NOWST DD D SRR pemds S nmdsd et o
TP 12 PRI 130 DS NIN TN T TSI NI DN DN FYINT WD 5P N D 90 I e o
nom AN [Ae] (525m) Ty u2 vy oS mpp o Son ppnm S men ey oo
Y IO PN D00 N apn AN D b e e veap un Sawa 8ON ey oo e
T DR O NDYC 1N ISR N 5202 5 b P Mt RIA DING MRY DR S KON
TR DD MIM PN M3 T TR paNa anpbn 55N o s S am Sp o2 e e op pat o
MM 5p s o v Sy nonSm mEpm St NN aOp N rapn WO o rawn wy ord
M N9 PR3 Dnpdn SN e N oy N3 535 m55p o prpdw O8N Y N5 ow 1 Sy
0ot NXTP 895 17 AN TTTID D0 AR 0P a1 10 PraR I oD T e W wpabn o T
oK

; ]
In 5 o] SRET 92 2 P B2 nbwm W %3) WD o st

i e SPINT 9P ISTT DN R O3 A D o

pe 2 ovpd (T2 A3 DY oo MDY mutom MY onp N

[+ 3 remnd] 373 0

fr B mow) H0pS MRS 927 W YT St oom e
fe s row) (8 PEANT DTORT D YOTIR o

=i anii=-]
Mo By

Jam pw foop) (B
"o heppw} (3
>R AP
a oy (7 23 ot

B
oY DR

IG) wyore} B
R Mg -7y
W Em Y[
() [UPP3 &N
e 2 wonild
by phrs mw
Y mrno [T
191,V pnera
PRI D sxwenn Y
R opr0n pan
I3 R PIOD Ty pIDa
mua e WY
[y -hat )
RT A O (YYY)
fou vya ) o:evem
"z VR
WwRODWIR U
@y o) pnw
-] a1 [
s pR1(Drhn
N PIVI TIIR A
oW WD 15 oK 2D
™ vnoa [P ety
Bt B s B -]
jevb wphrm wva) P
[ ey pmR bab
BN e [ (RN
ey prva R’
(En Rewm avm
o IR 7nea [
wen e n A%
g w3 [ ((7IRD)
PR

e NG —
i

Hy  pms nws
ovnd pb BIpp
b Prpe 3n DR
P 9Eh Pso oy Dt
(5 pwE) W D
T W qn o ohang
So oo wp wme
b oDt By o
WA (T DWE) PRT
(oF) ¥ wodts 908t
ambn ope o prm
77 966 DI 07 I
P owpY Dy W
BT TP pen
amm P pwup
oy Bin oooup w8
ppo pene obm oh
219 pe % v
e vo B nen
2 K2 2PR) O WM
arpe pb sy v
o3 o B 5w K
e Hor phop vy
P 63 oun phon
opds vhoad b B
lsvm wopn 3 P b
DX B D P RIS
¢ 3p) oo
Whs Do weEn e
wor o3 pEm B
N WA MEnd P
piom plo fow
S50 DIEDY DD b
WEH 01 W> M
n%en (B2 "op) pp
pb Bp pes A9
b nwn 891 0N
mee o oow DY
S meaY NI
™o o wrd
o oy Pp I
ooy B b s
S foa wh ¥ Db
o5 hopk ovIDpn
ophB P
wo pb bl
ey O Db
Wp pbon vo e
mp s ki
ot by piop 3 636 wh
vrIIEH o) iRl

DIND3 TP ANMY A0 653 D5 DBE D5 DD DD DI DY PIED MM IR ¥IN31 (2 o) £ 1700
7250 0 Ddp 4h %> Dnpa povpd ~bh B PoS uh ph B pany » vh £ oBKd p LW TN ip 0w D
Jorrn BI0) LPSI 3 4 ez DU W 45 o3 by 9b NS W8 95D oo ov) (6 DEE)
V50N .pe 1 o] 30 DRRS PY (@ ) PEE) 07D ppY DX WD oD YD THD DT L3R BIM
5 003 Dp M DN YMbEE pd 3 PP ph 362 PR D (B § DEHI) IR WNDIEY [ABWH
D03 WDH LR T DT 02 Lxn onop] PRDY DIPDD LNVMSB BN a1 owj D03 PAYDY A np
o3 OB DY HSm pbE o v W 55 PR prwma e > 3 mexm) P PEED PRp ) D
PN IR D0 b 636 07 o onm £ LB pRNT MINRTD YD 0pYY D pav phwd ofs Spwmbieb
1260 op 7960 bb 77 .9337 Py ¥3a bH Bdn (10 H71) VoV 0 D0 b EH (B PE) B BN TS I W
B3 oop B3 psr 10 Ph 5 LBTE BT Jxvwnns vt ow) WOEEN W DLV Pow 36 DD Y3 qhp
(1 578 70 »ah oo 13 3 1o 12 %36 3D 1o pavan vinb DOv 03 Ph.BIIS T3 KT omdy by dwwp
phy obb ped pve Mope o3 3o o o1 o8 peb vasn mam poupa 0bp 7 hashs pornn B0 w9k peh
75 00 DPYIS 173 D0 WD P 55 PIEY WD TEMT PP £F LMD o1 vxprw) TR B0 Y OID3
JIRNYB o, o e TO3D 308 DD B3 D993h Sp s 9w whhY P75 D0 11705 haad b TEIE B e
[:¥p whar) O35 D7 P LTSNS R TS5 oy aonm X0 »wn w30 naw) SpI0HT Bopn fbls
v 7 avR) 27 So00 v 90p op ov3 oddpn oovnby prvid oYW N3 99 99 B prpd

NN ANIN /DN 7Y VONN226 DN TINY Y722 TMDRN PITIID NI - <VTM > D23 Tindn



13 | oYM NS

$3m 8b oy wdw e 513~~p'.x oyw ok 5w praky wow ops®
£071330 somwa oIy MOr A a3 v o b hosn wm
vpsw Dxwnns DRms TS w3 w3piw R 0w A CWIR ropE b
£ DO AR WD PR WIR MR D37 AMM MY (R o Sy [wpow)
w bRy DONTRD W MR o mem™ AWy 0o ‘nonin 6
nawnsa mOy opn Sw 125 5 [omA] 3¥pny a3 gren v owwhyn
opw by wnawne moem'® omm w1 odpnx owin v ey opn S
131 piRD meyw owa mwyd e web mawnea nby pnonmb owm e
vy Syt om0 gt cmeyb e o b xepraw oma by
s o e dawnn b £by noten o e oy 5y o oon® omne
m3 by Them 2wt o v mwyp PN Yy bamm®® a3v Or oaxynw
DAR PR R M §3 PRI 31 Nk ONW TR R soumen nawnd onany M
213b On avpm 2003w ab e g b ek 270NA Py men mrapnw o
Bl D TER 2oy w5 R g D ShR 2B s 5 b e
sovm npws o aex 2w wow p o 8% % qex Jbon nx s
mow meb nhaw pys mapn s 79 b s wOax xbav nywa xevn
SEROTosEms Teph oy opren baws raabe pass 85 1axh sen
b aeRy 0 MK FTRRY D MDY KON CEY MNP DN AR AABRN O3
Saws N33 bon Nt Lpowm wnwn o NP G2 TP DONR
S oMEwn L0 RCwy 05 onmad 05 THND M am b3 W P oW
s omwy N Oy mesd

13

a3 I3 D o baon oeqy wer a3 ma mnbinabe 9
s pwpn DPE S N ppY b 26 e a7 9925 priy o
oPIE M b pow by mawb s owm wmate w2 AT [ A
Gw w1a i bRy prIY n T RD KNG MR oW PN ANy prY
s omasm 2 .m3 95nna ooabxa s sobnh awm 85 DTN
ormax bax wmanh wpo e m web snobann s [2Meb onn]
b3 s W s aap Y 75 R N P o pinne
aywh m bana xanb wbnnn op Stans peba ot xamb nwewn Tan
ywmp 8OR M3y e e by Senm xm %2 xanb pray w3 Yhemn ¥
' pmmen % W M ATy peb % anw ny 11 exand 1beT wRY
by nomwa 05 12, b omn pasn xbvny tm w3 9w
w3

$ 3% pIE™® : 5% o3t sora IS $vh rpp o 1T T rn 15 p9m3 Mgy B iy B
1p2 g dpy?S e mDip?t t9r3 28 3oR32R gyrs?la gy o3 g 21 s 20 s sh dbiws ¥

o5 513y ppbos %0 1 9%33 B 1 pphys 2P pmp o3 s B yors pfp rmp T Y
$1700937 3 g mapStifp th ooshy 3 g3 eh dbwp 3F pam

tryna ey ow b vy o By oww was g nma b oTvy mopy
ROX) 7JIa P OGN PR DO (D JISND 0 13U DI PRY 12TE3 MNP A v
sy BmaT wema hwhbn §m 0 c{arrodere wvn fiwda M §Y AN avnD Py MmO
I NS MPSwn DINMDYT MR Mn RS o T samR nps ph Hawn e

111 A8IN 79N 37Y BANN39 DN TINY YN 238 12 DANAN , I - (07wA) PRNY 12 NDY OMNANY N Y1 DY NN DY eI



IBN EZRA

Brief Biographical Notes

Abraham ben Meir ibn Ezra (Hebrew: X7ty 328 @nmax or p'axs, also known as
Abenezra) (1092 or 1093-1167), was one of the most distinguished Jewish men of letters
and writers of the Middle Ages. Ibn Ezra excelled in philosophy, astronomy/astrology,
medicine, poetry, linguistics, and exegesis; he was called The Wise, The Great and The
Admirable Doctor.

He was born at Tudela, (current day province of Navarre) when the town was under
Muslim rule of the emirs of Zaragoza. Later lived in Cérdoba. In Granada, it is said, he
met his future friend (and perhaps his father-in-law) Yehuda Halevi. He left Spain before
1140 to escape persecution of the Jews by the new fanatical regime of the Almohads. He
led a life of restless wandering, which took him to North Africa, Egypt (in 1109, maybe
in the company of Yehuda Halevi), the Land of Israel, Italy (Rome in 1140-1143, Lucca,
Mantua, Verona), Southern France (Rodez, Narbonne, Béziers), Northern France
(Dreux), England (London, and Oxford in 1158), and back again to Narbonne in 1161,
until his death on January 23 or 28, 1167, the exact location unknown: maybe at
Calahorra at the border of Navarre and Aragon, or maybe in Rome or in the Holy Land.
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RAMBAN —- NACHMANIDES

Brief Biographical Notes

Nabmanides (1194 —c. 1270) was a Catalan rabbi, philosopher, physician, Kabbalist and
biblical commentator. "Nahmanides" is the common name for Moshe ben Nahman
Gerondi; the name is a Greek translation of the Hebrew "Ben Nahman", meaning "Son
of Nahman". He is also commonly known as Ramban (3"217) — the acronym of his
Hebrew name and title, Rabbi Moshe ben Nahman (3ar1 12 7wn *27), and by his Catalan
name Bonastruc ¢a Porta (also written Sa Porta, Saporta and de Porta).
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SFORNO

Brief Biographical Notes

Obadiah ben Jacob Sforno (Obadja Sforno, Hebrew: 17p® m7aw) was an Italian
rabbi, Biblical commentator, philosopher and physician. He was born at Cesena about
1475 and died at Bologna in 1550.
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RALBAG

Brief Biographical Notes

Levi ben Gershom (Hebrew: awr=s 33 1), better known as Gersonides or the Ralbag
(1288-1344), was a famous rabbi, philosopher, mathematician, astronomer/astrologer. He
was born at Bagnols in Languedoc, France.
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TAZ

Brief Biographical Notes

David HaLevi Segal (Hebrew: 230 171 117) (c. 1586-1667), also known as the Taz (3'"'v)
or the Turei Zahav, was a prominent Polish halakhic authority and author of a significant
commentary on the Shulchan Aruch.
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ALSHICH

Brief Biographical Notes

Rabbi Moshe Alshich (or Alshech) (1508 - 1593, Safed), known as the Alshich
Hakadosh (the Holy), was a prominent Jewish rabbi and biblical commentator in the
latter part of the 16th century. He lived in Safed, Palestine.

The Alshich was born in 1508 in Turkey, and was the son of Hayyim Alshech. He later
moved to Safed where he became a student of Rabbi Joseph Caro. His students included
Rabbi Hayim Vital and Rabbi Yom Tov Tzahalon. He died in Safed in 1593.
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ABRABANEL

Brief Biographical Notes

Isaac ben Judah or Yitzchak ben Yehuda Abravanel (1437 - 1508) (Hebrew: 12 pnx>
LRI M) was a Jewish statesman, philosopher, Bible commentator, and financier.
He was a scion of the Abravanel family. In many works he is referred to solely by his last
name, which is variously spelled as Abravanel, Abarbanel, and Abrabanel. Many Torah
and Talmud scholars today, simply refer to him as "The Abrabanel".

He was born in Lisbon, Portugal. He died in Venice and was buried in Padua next to
Rabbi Judah Minz, Rabbi of Padua.
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THE REBBE

Brief Biographical Notes

Menachem Mendel Schneerson (April 5, 1902 — June 12, 1994), known as The Rebbe,
was a prominent Hasidic rabbi who is the seventh Rebbe (spiritual leader) of the Chabad-
Lubavitch movement. He was fifth in a direct paternal line to the third Chabad-Lubavitch
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneersohn.

In 1950, upon the passing of his predecessor, his father-in-law, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok
Schneersohn, he assumed the leadership of Chabad-Lubavitch. He led the movement
until his death in 1994, greatly expanding its worldwide activities and founding a network
of institutions, as of 2006 in 70 countries, to spread Orthodox Judaism, with the stated
goal of "Jewish unity".
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