20 MORNING PRAYER

Anx You are the Lord our God and God of our fathers
before whom our ancestors burned the offering of incense
when the Bet Hamikdash stood, as You have commanded

them through Moses Your prophet, as it is written in Your
Torah:

~nxn The Lord said to Moses: Take fragrant spices,
stacte, onycha, and galbanum; fragrant spices and pure
frankincense; there shall be an equal weight of each. And
you shall make it into incense, a compound expertly
blended, well-mingled, pure and holy. You shall grind some
of it very fine, and put some of it before the Ark in the
Tabernacle, where I will meet with you; most holy shall it be
to you.! And it is written: Aaron shall burn upon the altar
the incense of fragrant spices; every morning when he
cleans the cups [of the menorah], he shall burn it. And
toward evening, when Aaron lights the menorah, he shall
burn it: this is a continual incense-offering before the Lord
throughout your generations.?.

1n The Rabbis have taught:> How was the incense prepared?
It weighed 368 manim — 365 corresponding to the number of
days in the solar year, cne maneh for each day — half a maneh
to be offered in the morning and half toward evening; and
the other three manim from which the Kohen Gadol took
two handfuls [into the Holy of Holies] on Yom Kippur.
These [three manim] were put back into the mortar on the
day before Yom Kippur and ground again very thoroughly
so as to make the incense extremely fine. The incense
contained the following eleven kinds of spices: 1) balm,
2) onycha, 3) galbanum, 4) frankincense — each one weighing
seventy maneh; 5) myrrh, 6) cassia, 7) spikenard, 8) saffron
_ each weighing sixteen maneh; 9) costus, twelve maneh;

t. Exodus 30:34.30. 2. Ibid. 30:7-8. 2.V Keritot 6a, b. Yerushalmi. Yoma 4:5
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